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FROM THE EDITOR 

This aonth the STATUS Newsletter was 
able to get an exclusive report froi 
Kei^ imiin on i^ii& f^^j^^ing or 
in Sunnyvale. We have sose articles ot 
interest iroi our Newsletter Exchange 
retyped by the mtblB fingered 
Litchfield, lie also are running an 
advertisement tor Stardust Sottware's 
SuickCode, tiii^to the ettort&jik i 
Gene Rodriguez. 

i iiust start off this sonth with an 
apology to Levy. His fine article 
last fionth on prograii&ing included a 
listing of his prograi tor changing 
fj^cfe k«ihfiiii:JI^^^^ urtrngly 
reversed the coiuins of the listing. As 
listed the program wili not run. STATUS 
. liti il^^i iff . ifitpl y apoi og i se f at . i^y 
inconvenience this «ay nave caused, We 
will be glad to forward a correct 
listing of liit^^dpai to anyone i^o is 
interested and sends us a self 
addressed envelcpex 

breaking news bulletin, but a bolt of 
lightning. Users of the STATUS BBS iay 

4mt^i«p4 JM^I^ irt^imklt to 

connect. This is due to the fact that 
the BBS took a hit during one of the 

voltage caise in on, of all things, the 
phone line! About 75a of the BBS 
egtifKmi^im^^iaged. Who said ih^f 
lightning never strikes twice m the 
saae place? Let this serve as a warning 
to Sm m%ikBMmf ^lant 

Harding, tells us that lightning 
voltage has been Pleasured at IM 
ftiUm voUs, and itt^n^iile o4 : c 
shooting a flash froi 25^88g feet to 
earth. Can we reaily expect a surge 



protector or a simple rocker switch to 
protect our cotputer? No way Jose! Hhen 
not using your cosputer UNPLuSlT. .. .and 
the phone line too! 

Subscribers to Analog and STLog, be 
patient. Lee Pappas (the editor) told 
ie that the delay is due having the 
> lagazine prliiM in Nichigan non ^ 
instead of Haine. All subscribers will 
have their subscriptions extended one 
•onth due to the combining of the 
July/August issue. The J/A STLog will 
be shipped this week and the Septeiber 
issue of both tagazines will be shipped 
in about two weeks. 

Several new programs for both 
co^[>uters have been r^iistd. Host 
noteworthy of the new releases are News 
Station, 8 and 16 bit, font disks and 
tlt^ ari for the ST's Publishing 
Partner, Ouik Pi>; -8 bit \review in 
this issue) and new gasies for both 
cmsffAmb* iroderbund has announced 
they are going to release Print Shop 
for the ST. 

K SIMi^ Md^ PACE are working m 
several joint venture ideas. The aost 
concrete of which will be two full club 
teibership joint leetings, one in 
Septeftber and the other in Deceffiber. 
The Septeiber ieeting wili be held at 
8oria Dei School in Haepton on Friday 
9/18/87 at 7:88PH. it is going to be a 
swap and trade night. Me are cancelling 
our regular 9/17 ieeting in lieu of the 
joint {ft&eting. ale will have saps to 
help you find the school. Car Pool 
anyone? ^ ^ ^ 

Next aonthi there wili be a 
saaipling of FubUshing Partner on these 
PH^** ••^9 until then 1 leave with a 
thought, Need output? INPUT! INPUT! 
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SPECIAL REPORT 

By:Kfi»t Iniin ^ 

History 

Dateline: January Sth, 1937 - the 
Consuser Electronics Show in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. The new Atari Corporation calls 
a press contererjce aaid auch fanfare 
and drasaticaliy announces a new Atari 
PC IBfi cofiipatible, a low cost laser 
printer and a new line of so called 
Hega Si's. 

The Atari PC is said to feature an 
3088 fiicroprocessor with socket tor 
B887 aath cDprocessor , 4.77 or 8 ibHz 
speeds, CSA, EGA, IBH and Hercules 
fionochroae video stodes, one 36iilK floppy 
drive, a souse and detachable XT style 
keyboard. As an option Atari also 
announces a new nonochrose Aoni tor that 
will display all the video iodes c-f its 
PC m black and white and shades of 
gray. Price of the PC alone is quoted 
as 1499, packaged with the new sonitor 
- $699. 

The new Atari laser orinter is 
designed to lapact the iarket at a 
revolutionary price point of about 
$1508. This low cost will be achieved 
by designing the printer to take 
advantage of the increased seiory in 
the new line of Hega ST computers. 
Coupled Hith a 2 or 4 seg Hega ST, it 
is claified that the laser printer will 
«eet or exceed the perforsance of other 
laser printers costing twice as such. 

"ie took all our customer's 
suggestions on how we could laprove the 



ST, and incorporated theffi in this 
series,'' says Heil Harris, Atari s 
Director of Karketing Coiiunications, 
as the new Hega ST series is announced. 
These new ST's will be iarketed as Hega 
I, Hega li and Hega IV - incorporating 
one, two and four megabytes of on-board 
MH respectively. Features for each 
include an improved, detachable 
keyboard with tne CPii "box% ala IBH, 
containing the disk drive as well as 
the heart of the tachine itself. Other 
iffiprovesients announced are open 
architecture design giving full acc€S& 
to the 68eee bus, a battery backed 
clock/calendar, cn-board blitter 
graphics coprocessor supported by new 
TOS ROH's and an expansion slot for 
future un-na»ed expansions. 
Availability tor the Hega line is said 
to be "shortly." 

In the news release that Hr. 

Harris posted on various 
teiecoffiinunications services on the 
night of January 8th, it is also stated 
that a new style 520ST will be 
released. It will reportedly be the 
sdie in appearance and construction as 
the present iWiST's, except with 5i2K 
RAH and internal single sided drive m 
lieu of the i84i's double sided unit. 
He goes on to state that the original 
52BST keyboard/CPU units without 
sonitor or drive will soon be selling 
for ness than $388." 

For their 8 bit coifmter iarket, 
Atari announces that their 88 coluin 
video board and \2M baud icdee, 
originally scheduled for release in 
late 1986, will be shipping "soon". A 
new gasie system based on the e^iistmg 
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65)(£ cosputer is clso annQunced. Ruaors 
of a new S bit disk drive circulate 
without coitent froi Atari Corp. : 

Eack to the Present: 

July 38, 1987: Rugiors abound but 
to date none ot the new products 
announced at CES are shipping out to 
dealers froa Atari with the Bingle 
exception ot the S2i3TFH (1141 styiei, 
f»hich pr^t^iarti in tiay. Curiously, 
was tcld by a woaan in the Atari sales 
department the Honday following CES 
that this new style 52iST would only lie 
a limited edition, with only a fe* 
thousand eventually being aade 
available. The original style 52I8T 
«cuid reiain. She alsc laughingiy ruled 
out Neil Harris' quote of 'under $368' 
pricing for original style 52§8T 
keyboard/CPU units, As I ^rite this, 1 
as a dealer can't buy one for less than 
1318. The Miftited edition" 521, 
however, is here to stay! 

Uith the noted exception, all rtl»r 
announced products are in vaporware 
liibo. This includes the aforesentioned 
products originally scheduled -for 4lh 
quarter 1986 release. In preparation 
for writing this article and in iy 
capacity as an Atari dealer I called 
Atari Corp. yesterday to get the latest 
new product infortation straight troft 
the "horse's louth." The conversation 
went Bosietning like this: 

M'ft calling to inquire into 
release dates for new products 
annDunced at CES, like the Hega Si's 
aftit4ve..-" 

"All fitw- products will be shipped 
in late su^jfter", mterupted the lady at 



Hiar 1 t 

"Vou ffiean everything, including 
the...% 1 tried again before being 
mterupted again. 

'All new products will be shipped 
in 1 ate suiter . " 

It was beginning to sound like a 
well rehearsed line for inquiries such 
as iine. 

•*1 don t have any pricing 
mforaaticn nor as I taking any 
erders", she added eiphatically. 

'Iflait a sinute% 1 said. Ti not 
calling for pricing or to place an 
order, i'l just curious as an Atari 
dealer and I's getting ready to write a 
newsletter article on the subject for a 
local user group." 

"Qh% she said. "«eH, late sumaer 
is all they re telling se on anything 
ri^fieii. Tbty're not giving te any 
ftore itifcrtation than that." 

So wich for the "horse s «outh.^ 1 
ii*i't ltarn anything that I didn'4 
already know tros that conversation. 

Reality 

According to Neil Harris, the new 
PC failed its initial FCC type approval 
subiBission necessitating the addition 
of ftore RF shielding and re-subtission 
for FCC type approval. Reliable sources 
(sore reiiabie than Neil, but that's 
another story...) now say it ""night" 
ship by late August. I've also learned 
since January that only the version of 
the PC bundled with the new ioncchroie 
•onitor will offer E6A video outpni*;: 
Because ot its low profile construction 
Uie PC will not allow the additioa oi 
any internal drives or expansion 
boards. All add-on drives or expansions 
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mil have to be added e>iterndlly mth 
their Qwn power sources. 

At the ftoient there if no val id 

excuse beinc offered bv Atari tor the 
deUy m shipping the ilega Si's aad the 
"User printer, iilhst's 9mm^Mm^^^ris 

!(U«^ :;cy2 '_!id. I, a » • i t i^JU^D i A Kfc Luc 

Hega 1 has beei). dropped troai the 
lineup.'' It true, that isave only 
the two and four sieq versions of the 
sachmes with the presast,I6403T 
reiaining as the only one ieg ST. Note 
the tact that i said, ^it true.'' 1 have 
iy own theory about this but we'll -get 
to that later. Again falling backvitii>^ 
noriaily reliable sources, it's 
x^^^xl^t that Atari is .hdiins pfchleis 
^iiith the laser pfinlarfand does not 
want to bririo the Hega*5 to aarket 
Mithout it because of their stated 
intent to iipact the desktop publishtAf 
aarket with the packaqe. This would 
sees to siake sense when viewed with the 
Idcfct^ tkird party reports frot £ES 
stated that the laser ^xixA^x shown 
there by Atari w^s using a known 
unreliable Zmm enfint. Tfeey could be 
trymq to iron out pr obi ess with the 
Canon unit fir-they coulii be searching 
for another supplieri^ soiething thii. 
they do with other product cofsponents 
quite frequent iy*Jii^, who knott|u' These 
are still just rui&ors, reliable swces 
or not. 

And now for strike three - those 

products scheduled tor release by the 
end of riSi^^AiUigugh there, has beea.^ 
iBore-than one magazine review of the 

Ss coluffin video adaptor for the 8 
bit Atari sachines |^t stated, aaong 
other things, that, ^..it should be on 



ymr -defer s shelf by the tite you 

read this...% I ve yet to see one on . 
iy shelves nor do I think any have, 
sneaked in while i wasn't looking. 
Hanuf acturino delavs are said to be to 
blaaa. The Septesber issue of ,ijr4U . 
clai«5 late delivery of ^key 
microchips" is the culprit. 

Antic professes the sate excuse 

for the 1220 baud aodeni while infor»ed 
sources tstarting to sftuftd like 
Watergate, ain't it!?) say that ^tari 
was forced to negotiate for a new 
aanufacturer after their d^il^fell 
through with first, whoever that 
was. There have also been nasty rusiors 
floating anQy^d.that the iodes would ^ 
not be Hayes compatible eiyiif^» tfer^^^v 
those of you not fasiliar with the 
Hayes siiWyi^^^irit's kmd^f like the„ 

It's iffiportant in the fact that aost 
decent tele-coaaunications soitware,. 
supports this standard. H a lodee isi 
not Hayes coapatible then only software 
speci f i ciji^ liruiliki or that 
particul«i M^Hisdtn be used with it, 
thereby liaitmg your choices for 
telecoisiunications software.^,Sft,,t&p. , 
picture? Weil, there's a happy ending 
to this ruaor. According to Keith 
Ledbitter, the author of the 
i^ver -popular 1830 and 858 Express! 
software for S bit Atari's, the new 
£odea will not be Hayes compatible only 
)#(tn co^ctt^ c^ftctly id ^ 
serial chain m the saae wav as a 1038 
or \fM\ iodea. islhen connected tc,M. 
Atari 858 or ICD F:R Connection or m 
Atari ST the aodea will eaulate the 
iiay^ standard after all. Since the 
Hayes standard and software that 
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supports it are desigrjed to Qperate 
t hr Gu§h .4^sUR4af4^RS252C 
co(iftunicdtioi^#li#Y M iiecoies v&ry 
ditticult to iake the .nodeffi emulate a 
Hayes Nhen connectEd via an kidri 3 bit 
lachine's 'non-staniiard' serial port. 
Hence the two iodes of operation, And 
hoM does Mtit Ledbetter knoN about it? 
He's teen ccmtri^ed by Atari to write 
a new version of Express! for the 

But wait - there's even iffore to 
co«e! Been iiomifi|i^ libera aiUtJa;i iiSd 
disir drivit ne^fili, it %rRs out 
there will be a new 8 bit 5.25" disk 
drive atifii^ nM^ Li wiU. raplac^e the 
1151. Tiit^ly probiei ir^t ti^^niii 
drive isn't ready and Atari is aii but 

out of the ii^'s...U seei&.ibat^l 

i(^'#'4^t liav« bMi thipping in 
dealers tor the past couple of years 
were aU taauia&toid long .a^a* Atari 
has just teiii«f^ling tted ^fi-^nlllt 
none in production to replace dwindling 
stocks. With sales of l@5i disk drim 
outstripping Atirt's projeeliens, 
they've been caught short. Not wanting 
td ^ear.i^ 4or.a«i^|u:o4ucU(m>oi ibe. 
sate old ^^^'they decidad ti^roiKt 
the new one, but not quickly enough to 
pick u|)- the. slack . as -i^ xeAamim 
1 05i ' s irt ml d» ^^st^Mt 1 y , ss at 
not to ccfsoletelv run out of 8 bit 
drives igee, wouldn'ilbat Ij^ok 
ikey've decided to take you pay ^irif 
for one if you want it bad enough. The 
dealer price ior^J25aJs has been raised 
to close tr^ril^ %mly ^wrm^ mtr% 
retailing thes for previously, i^lorse 
still, a deaier- ftiist 80* purchase qub 
<lW!i*^m^t»^Mf:^m€k U5fcdisk drive 
that he wants! Now the 130XE is a fine 



iachme, but tht fi^ty of the 
situation is that no dealer is going to 
sell as iany iZUE's as he does le^ 
disk drives. Probably 58-6iS'^ of disk 
drive sales are aade to customers 
buying thea as second or even third 
drives for their one coiputsr. Not too 
aany dealers, ayself included, want to 
wind up with a root full of i39XE's 
collecting dust just for the priveledge 
of selling soae i@5@'s. Business is 
business f after all. But at any rate, 
the new drives will be double sided, 
d(M^e density units with a new DOS to 
support theft. The nerD&S will also 
support the older drives, reportedly 
lAsuring no coftpatibUity probieas. 
1 These too will be shipping by late 
su^jffier, so the lady at Atari says. You 
do.i8ii*«e~her, don't^jmi?, . 

THE WRAPUP 

As I write this it is being 

reported that soae Hega Si's have 
started to appear m Europe. Sifton 
Poole, a Swiss ST'er well known to 
Aaerican ST owners as the author of the 
public doftam terminal prograt, / 
ttiMiri^ r«^Nki» that these sachinii; 
have the promised new TOS ROH's on 
board but not the blitter graphics 
cc^fXMi«r#-furtherftore, he says that 
the new ROH's are causing sone software 
CiMtpatibility problets. iiniterfi, for 
instance, will not run on a Hega ST. 
This and the absence of the blitter 
chip bodes no good for us and could 

shippinq Hega ST's for the U.S. laarket. 
-.. Is Atara. having trouble with tlyg,., . 
blitt«^ iltM- mit's m 

suprise that they aren t for sale ift 
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this country as the blitter Mas very 
de4imt&ly proiised as an integral part 

Qi the nevv isacnines. not to sention 

being aa aoap table retra-tu to 

8x1 sli«f ^-and 184061 ' s. • - a 

^^i; j^»8i^ ay theory that I 
'Ifef^t^ed in relation to Neil Harris's 
annDunceni&nt ihal the Heqa 1 had been 
4Fopped froR the nei« linSjr leaving the 
present as the only one fteg 

iachine? i^eil? the thsory gees 
50»ethifig like this - afi4 reaeaber, 
it*5 only iy own guifs. tt ittl 
be that the rlpga 1 will be available 
after all and that Atari is say la^ what 
they're saying in order to get people 
to buy up e:d sting 1248 5. So why would 
they^fib U us like that? Siaple. As 
soon as the Hega line was announced^ ^ 
sales 3t 134851 "s started to decline 
drastically. Naturally, alot of folks 
didn't want to buy the "old" lachine 
when the new one would be shortly 
introduced. Of course that hurts Atari 
as well as their dealer#^causB-r 
decline in sales irjeans a decline in 
revenue. In business one doesn t stay 
in business if one isn't selling 
things. In order to boost sales of the 
l@4B's back up it could well be that 
they decided to say that the Hega 1 had 
been dropped with only the sore 
expensive Hegit IX an4 1 v eventual 1 y 
cH^nf^itot. Thi#<l4%f^rrti^iti^s a Rtw 
strataqy on behalf o^ a manufacturer. 
Other computer vendors have done it 
b€l^ and Atari itself did it in 
.january s^^hen they told dealers that the 
re-styled 52filST would only be a liaited 
edition. Ne now certainly know that was 
not true. Anv nueiber of excuses could 
be use4 if and when they ever do decide 



to ffiarket the Hega i after all. 1 can 
hear it now, \ . *lfc«fB was suck 

tretendous demand froai consuisers, that 
we changed our ainds and decided to 
l>rifi§ ^lhe Hega 1 after aiii" 

Reaeaber now, this is all just the 
proton w^^ mf mm^M(A\B iaap^io^ 
But if it turns out to be true in a few 
aonths, reaeaber wbere you heard it! So 
how do we finally wrap up this r ^ 
seemingly never ending story? First we 
have to bear m ai nd that Atari is a 
V'ior prof it corporation that aust 
products at a profit in order to 
survive and grow. 3o why, with that 
said, don't they hurry up and ship this 
stuff so people can by it and they can 
aake aoney? iell there's still a piece 
of the puzzle aissing here that we 
owners of Atari coaputers often 
overlook. Atari video gaaes. Yes, 
that's right, video gaaes. It is 
reported that Atari is aaking 
treaendous profits froa their dedicated 
gaae aachines and being a f op pirt^tf 
corporation their priiary ianufacturing 
esphasis is going to be on what nets 
thea the aoil iaiu^ae. Nith only one 
isanuf acturinq site in Taiwan it's not 
difficult to iaagme the potential 
production bottlenecks that coul^il^^a 
encountered with trying to bring 
several new products to aarket while 
still cranking out existing aoney 
ffiakers, iihen a bottleneck occurs, you 
clear it out and concentrate on what 
you know will sell and aake aoney and 
worry about the rest later. Profit is 
and always shall be the very 
lalt9»-aost of bottoa lines. The light 
at the end of the tunnel is provided by 
the fact that the "new" Atari 
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Corporation is staging a coaeback and 
starting to reap soise handsoie profits 
under the guidance of the Tratiel 
dynasty, iiith this new prof itiability 
they should be able to increase their 
•imifftetuf in^ prmr^e and stdrt;^# ;<! 
prGducinq a mrc diversified line of 
products we in line »ith announced 

So as the Sun sinks slowly in the 
jissi €t& @ii4y> h(^^ thdt ib nidi 

sink somewhere close to Sunnyvale, 
California, lighting a tire under the 
1 t^^sli pi a4 Mar i ierf • uni gttt i ng 
sofffs of these new products^ felling! 

Hotel Ihs vsry Utesl &rrivil date 
scocpi Ifega il ^ Iv ehd of H^ustf the 

Septetber i§ ar/d fijiall^ the User 
pr inter jfi Septeuer 15, Jhese are the 
ship arrivals Mm JiU:' in; ^ 

GRAPHICS IN YOUR 
WORD-^ C»RO£eSSiN& 

A Review of Quik fix 

1^ Ptrry Swib.- = ^ ^ - ' 

Reprinted froa the June I9S7 LOCO 
Express NeiislMjb^» Mypiit^^ 
by RHL. 

8U1K PIK by ^ite.im Soft«i^« is 

a progras that allows you to put print 
shop graphics into text generated by 

supports Epson or Epson coipatibie 
printers. 1 have a STAR SSiS printer 
#i th i»^vichr it ^fwrk^-iiiit.^ Us •tiii nork 

«ith one or t;^o drives. 



With this prograa you can generate 
your own letterheads with or wit hour 
graphics. The prograa also has twelve 
borders that you aay select froa and 
place where you want to have thes in 
your letter. Vou can design your mm 
letterhead and save it on disk. Then 
when you are ready to type your letter, 
'^t m ATARHiRITER and LOAD the 
letterhead file. Select the EDIT 
function, you will see a lot of 
"juiblt", but don't worry, the juabie 
is your letterhead data. Press SELECT B 
to GO to the end of the letterhead file 
and iypi your letter. 1 have single as 
well as double coiuans. When you are 
finished, print the letter just like 
any aikwr ATARI WRITER text. Hm 
will see the juabie as your letterhead 
and border, if you added a border. 

The prograa also allows you to 

insert graphics anywhere you desire in 
your text. You aay have to do soae 
counting of spaces to get the graphic 
ijt th-e/igbt spot, but it can be done. 

Kith the program you can design 
your won custom labels with graphics. 
There are two label function&,one i^ere 
you can aake as aany as you like of the 
saae design and the other with 
aPTiW*iMS£RT or HAll HEi£E« 

The prograa has a Desktop aenu 
screen lias excellent onscreen 

proapts. One of the aenu options is a 
HELP file that if you forget what to 
do t you caft get instrycliims. Jeoti^r 
option is the DISK/FILE that allows you 
to view files and free space on a disk, 
delete ii lis f bic^/mifick Him and 
foraat disks in DOS 2.5 enhanced 
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Hi th it s^s lerMtt«l>lii • il#f It^ (TftAitty . 

You jUst have to have thein already 
IdrAd^Ua-beiore^to^^g fiUlK.EIl. The 
docuientation «it^4N progr«i 

pretty qddq. 

I wish the progNSliii if iwwttioft 

for enurginq the graphics, but it does 
not* R Mmlc 8«.Mi;e4& te^li! to add 
larger qraphics in test. Bvsrall, 
like the proQraa and think it is n^W 
norxfe Afei •oaiy^.- 14 ycu^Artvinterested 
in buying the proof ani, yot^iill- • ^' 
probably have to order it tros ^hite 

that carried the prograi. '^^w 

P.O. Box 357 ^ ^ 

Ridge, N.Y, 11961 

129.95 48K DISK - -^^^^ 

two versions; Quik Fftr is ^ ttit 
with PaperClip by Batteries Included 
i^Mifi^^Ur Quik f U im^ 
Atariwriter end Atarwriter Plus. For 
acre detailed inforsation on Quik Pix 

Hagazine. t^-^i?-^^^ ^ : - 

by Phil Cartier 

4^ i nt ^. iiMM^ Ite^ Jaf^ ir9a7 SPACE 
PRim Newsletter. Retyped for S\9m 
iy R«L. 

1 read about the Huitf W8^' 
Caapuserve last suiier. It sounded like 
an ideal exfaasioii^ctiSQr^ iim^ tte lk 



and a£ coaputers. I had just coipieted 

Although diHicult and '^-^'^ 
irustrating, both conversions worked 

speed of rasidisk. The raadisk really 
iiiace things taster and easier. However, 
H^^m^Miimti 4lii-^sy M» mtfea::: 
cQSfiputer raadisk. Errant prograas were 
iarever locking things up and causing 

probU-ffiS. It has it's own power supply 
aad^aiaiatains it's aeaory even when the 
' cdipttiir i%- . ^ii^aes itet cfash 
an XL or 880t don't affect the Hulti 
IIM at all. It takes sore than an 
irmt f oke to i^stt it. 

lae Hulti I/O also takes the place 

includes a Centronics coipatible 
printar port, an RS-232 port for aodeas 
or pr indi^r ^ v^iit port ♦•r 9^ ^^^^ 
fcrthcoaina 88 coiu»n card, and THE 
^i|h tech enhanceaent- a SCSI hard disk 
int«rHcei ^fo iMitionf it hoi^'4^her 
256K or liBQ of atiory for a 
raadisk/priatar buffer. All m all, a 
fery cost-tff€€tt%t tekV^'MM at 
the list price of 1199.95 for the 256K 
•odel. Just add it up- $48-50 for a rat 
expansion, l<*)8l^*^ printer buffer, 
156-188 tor a 658 interface, or I CD's 
P:R: Connection, and at least 188-188 
for a iNird diilt interim, if you can 
ever find one. 

v4r.3^^ Hulti I/a^4»£:*r44fht grey box 
virtually the saae size as an 858 
iD^iace.... about i X 7 )( 9 in. It 
toaee with a ^ volt M: power supply and 

on too IS a silk-screen of the ICD and 
Hulti iiC logo. A six inch ribbon cable 
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and conr?ectcr ccffie out the front and 

dIuqs directly into the back bus en the 
BMll. The 130)(E requires an adapter 
that plugs into the cartridge slot and 
extender. The adapter has two cartridge 
slots m it, one for ^^^fgular 
cartridge and one tor their R-Tiiee 
battery backed clock. Hookup is siasply 
^ Writer ,ot ,Riu§§inij.-ifi ^tmj-m^^^L 
connetrtir and tliii^fiMr supply. Even I 
could do it.. 

Near the left hand edge on the top 

are two LEDs. One green (power on) and 
one red for nh^ th^^ftijl a^jUiiii:^ 
Mdng the left hand end are the power 
jack, the an/ott switch^ the R3-232 
port, Ani xM video port« Tht yi4eo 
port is there , but the card to run it 
hasn't been released yet. On the right 
hand end are a standard Atari DB-15 
printer port, and the fifty pin SCSI 
socket. 

STATUS EIITOR'S NOTEt lii it 

advertising the "Optional 80 Coluin 
Adapter' is available for $9f.9S. 

The unit itorks as advertised. I've 

had it on continuousiv for about a week 
nith no problesis. The RS-232 port works 
a tiHltti just Hit IN at* I ittst 
unplugged it from one Ind stuck it into 
the KiQ. The printer port works just 
like the IC& P«.R;Eonnection. 1 had ^^en 
using a printer hooked to the Atari 
serial port, so I didn t have a long 
enough cable lor the IIJB. I ^fid haft a > 
short cable that piugaed in anc 
confiraed that the printer printed ukje 
it was supposeti to. 

ICD s HIO apparently has a few 
iintar intonsisteMies with the 856, but 



nothing has bothered le , nor have I 

heard any coaplamts about it. Lacking 
a hard drive I have not tried the SCSI 
interface. I have talked to several 
BBS's that are runninQ hard disks off 
the HID with no probleas, so :f 
problems should be traceable to a 
hardware defect and repairable. 

ICD includes a copy of SpartaDOS 
to run the HiQ, Necessary since few 
people could do anything with the 
otherwise. It isn't a complete 005, but 
it does recognize the raadisk and hard 
disk, aad can access files.|m any Htari 
foraat disk. SpartaDOS uses a lot of 
extrinsic coiffiands loading theui in froi 
the disk when needed, thereby freeing 
up ieffiory for other uses. CoMon 
cofffnands like Renaue, Copy, Erase, 
DIRectory, and others are in the aesory 
all the tiae. It works like HS-DOS 
aakino it fasihar to IBH users. The 
Jmsi feature ^ij^ that all of Spartiyifla 
can be copied to tto Nlfi raidiik to 
speed up operation. 

The HIO can be addressed directly 

at anytiffie by pressing the Select and 
Reset buttons (holding both down while 
the reset occurs) . Thlt irlDgs up the 
HIO {senu. Be careful not to accidently 
do this as it erasas whatever is in the 
coiputers aeaory. The coa'f iguralion 
menu lets the operator control all the 
HIO functions. Up to 8 drives are 
recognized m4 can be miithi^ arosnd 
at will. This lets the coiputer boot 
froa the raadisk* It tillM^aU of m 
eyeblink. I i^de a ^Aai tfitk tith 
SpartaDOS that contains all ry 
frequently used prograas. After 
initializing the raidisk nith 
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SpartaDOS, 1 copy all the prograis td 
it. firn Iff sirokts switch tN fMiisk 
sfith drive 1. Thsn wh&n the coftDuter Is 
turned on, it boot's tra»n the HIO in 
I est tlian i^secimd . 3partaDD5 also has 
a RD.COn tWit can be used to setup 
the Loaputer aesory raedisk it desired 
for us« lri^»|rii««|* - ^ 

The setup s?enu also controls the 
printer 5p£»ltr*'*fct#-iiiftiy 4tvk« 

holds text to be pnrjted until the 
printer gets to it. No sore «aiting 

like this to print out. The buHer has 
a nuaber or features! a Pause between 
docutents, Repeat for ntltif le c^iftf 
and line feeds if your printer needs 
theM. Both the serial or parallel ports 
#fe^ppor^; flris the HiO, P2: is 
the Atari serial port. None eliftinates 
the buffer entirely. The Atari serial 
port dosen't t teifftr though, 1 
Quess that was too tricky even for ICD 
to do. 



The RS-232 port is also easy to 
configure. Vou can easily set baud rate 
up to I9,2li, parity, stop bitsr^ 
either R.i or P: depending on whether 
you MiJ^ m^ikBf printer, or a lodea. 



Firsdllv, vou can set up for your 
hard disks. Ea0 drive m the 
configuration Mnu €m be up tfr 44 atg, 
either as a physically seperate drive, 
or 4S aj^artiUon on a larger drive. 
Just hook up your 68 aegabyte Priat 
ID68 and go. Kind of ridiculous, since 
If g will probably hold every 6-bit 
prograi ever published. 
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Qu/cAQoAq 



Qij/cACoAe'% 110 familiar BASIC-like commands compile into FAST 1009b machine language. 
QuidkCM^ features full support for I/O, DOS operations, player-missile graphics, integer math, 
subscripted string handling, two dimensional string and numeric arrays, conditional branching, 
IF-ELSE type commands, and four types of loops to suit your every programming need. And 
you can even create your own commands! But there's more! Qu/ckCodt also supports many 
new. undocumented graphic modes and features PLOT and DRAWTO routines that are several 
times faster than those built into the operating system! 

Assembly Programmers 
QwckQod^'i command can be freely intermixed with assembly commands for the freedom 
you demand. And because QukACo6t interfaces with MAC/ 65, you know you have the finest 
text editor, fastest compiler, and most powerful debugger on-line at all times! 

Run time package is included at no extra charge. Only th.c^e routines required by your program 
will be compiled. No royalties required. 




Who needs Qu/cJIcQode?. 



BASIC Programmers 





Stardust 
oftware 



$49.99 




p. O. Box 33192 
Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 788-7403 



Requires an ATARI XL/XE or 800 computer 
with at least 48 K. one disk drive, and MAC/ 65. 



AlMi Atari M. *iw< XL M« AIMl n 
•n mtfcatiki *t Aurt, lac 
I14C/«S u • trademark af 
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"Complete Printing Service 



• DESIGN • TYPESETTING • PRINTING • DIE CUTTING 
► EMW^SING • NUMBERING • PICK UP AND DELIVERY 
Press Sizes from 2 x 3^/2 to 23 x 30 
Single Color to Four Color Process 



Our N#w Location! 



620 Village Drive, Suite A &B 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23454 




ENHANCE GRAPHICS 

620 Village Driv^^i 
Suite A & B 



HILLTOP PLA2A 



ROAV 



Located in the building formerly | 
occupied by Hilltop Printing. 



Can't get to us? Ji^t Call 

491-2011 

We'll Be Right There. 



^Ntftr, iiitirti 
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Opinions expressed in this publication are those 
of the individual authors and do not necessarily 
express or reflect the opinions of the Southside 
Tidewater Atari Technical Users Society (STATUS). Some 
material contained herein may have been taken from 
Bulletin Board Systems and/or Newsletters of other 
groups and should not be construed as fact. 

The material herein may be copied freely provided 
that full credit is given to the original author and 
the Southside Tidewater Atari Technical Users Society. 
STATUS is in no way affiliated with ATARI Corp. 

Please address all Newsletter correspondence to: 

STATUS 
Newsletter Exchange 
4836 Honeygrove Road 
Virginia Beach, VA 23455 
(804) 499-6021 

Meetings : STATUS meetings are held on the first 
and third Thursdays of the month at the 7- UP Bottling 
Company, 5700 Ward Avenue, in Virginia Beach at 7:30 
p.m. All interested parties are welcome to attend. 

Newsletter Articles: 

Submitted articles are preferred as disk text 
files, but will be greatfully accepted as hard copy 
(including handwriting) if you do not have a disk 
drive. If you have a modem, you can upload your 
articles to the Editor by calling the STATUS BBS at 
468-1096. Articles may be submitted at any time, but 
will probably not make that month's Newsletter if 
submitted less than one week prior to the first 
meeting of the month. 
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